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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ’s body and blood are truly 

present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and 

giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by taking it 

in an unworthy manner.  If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune 

with us.  Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual" and 

“common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)   
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming.  Brochures can be found at each 

door. Please complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome 

card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

 

As We Gather – This weekend our congregation is hosting the musical, “A Christmas Carol – 

The Musical” (music by Alan Menken, lyrics by Lynn Ahrens). This is a musical adaptation of 

Charles Dickens’ 1843 short story by the same name. Today we will focus on transformational 

Law and Gospel themes found in this classic Christmas story, ultimately focusing our God 

who pursues us, even when we are like Scrooge, offering forgiveness, transformation and a 

truly abundant life here and now, and into eternity with Him! 
 

 

Pre-service Advent and Christmas Music 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.risenchrist.info/
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Call to Worship – “King of Kings” 

 

1. In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 
 

CHORUS: Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of kings 

 

2. To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

For even in Your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake You died  CHORUS 

 

3. And the morning that You rose 

All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

 

4. And the Church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this Gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel shall not faint 

By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me  CHORUS 
CCLI Song # 7127647 

Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood 

© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
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So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Two Advent candles are lit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness of 

our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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Confession and Absolution Psalm 25:6–7 

P As Children of God, baptized into and transformed by Christ, we confess our sins to God and one 

another. 

  

A time of silence is observed. 

  

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have not borne 

fruit worthy of repentance. We have sinned against You and our neighbors. 

C Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

  

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 

 

 Forgive us, Lord, for times when peace was lost, 

And moments when we never thought to love, 

For times when we oppress and offend 

And fight for things that kill us in the end. 

Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins 

And help us be in peace with all our kin. 
Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002690 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority according to Scripture, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 

 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–4,6-7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
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6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Psalm Psalm 66:1–12; antiphon: v. 12b 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; 

 and I will keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

 and observe it with my whole heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

 for I delight in it. 
36Incline my heart to your testimonies, 

 and not to selfish gain! 
37Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; 

 and give me life in your ways. 
38Confirm to your servant your promise, that you may be feared. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

 for your just decrees are good. 
40Behold, I long for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life! 
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Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:17–21 

 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For 

our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–55 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was 

greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 

called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 

Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 

the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a 

loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted 

to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting 

came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
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46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm;  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 

1. Come Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us 

Let us find our rest in Thee 

Israel's strength and consolation 

Hope of all the earth Thou art 

Dear desire of every nation 

Joy of every longing heart 

 

2. Born Thy people to deliver 

Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
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Today’s Message – Law and Gospel Themes in “A Christmas Carol”  

 

“And to God I pray… Let the Christmas spirit live within me, Yesterday, tomorrow and today!” 
 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 

   

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints. 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Dear heavenly Father, in the incarnation of Jesus You revealed good news and great joy for all the 

earth to hear. Embolden us to spread the good news and great joy of Your Son to the ends of the 

earth. For the people who walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. 

  

MEN – Lord, the darkness of death still envelops us, and many are suffering in grief. Comfort those 

grieving loved ones with hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life. For the people who 

walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. 

 

WOMEN – Lord, shine Your light upon all of the leaders of the world, that we live in peace and quietness 

without war or violence. For the people who walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. 

  

MEN – Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us reflect Your light to those who are 

experiencing the darkness of the world. Bring community to the lonely, stability to those in transition, 

and safety to all those who have suffered abuse. For the people who walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. 
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WOMEN – Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering. Have mercy upon them 

and heal them according to Your good and gracious will. For the people who walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. 

  

P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new every morning. For the 

people who walked in darkness 

C have seen a great light. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering – DURING THE OFFERING: Whether you are a visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship 

Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His Word. 

 

 

 

Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
 

1. Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With angelic hosts proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 
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2. Christ by highest heaven adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of the virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the godhead see 

Hail the incarnate deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus our Emmanuel 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

 

3. Hail the heaven born prince of peace 

Hail the son of righteousness 

Light and life to all he brings 

Risen with healing in his wings 

Mild he lay his glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the songs of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark the herald angels sings 

Glory to the newborn king 
 

 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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