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Today we welcome our guest Preacher, Rev. Sam Watters,            Pastor Emeritus at St. Matthew Lutheran Church and School,  Westland, Michigan. Also, we welcome our music leaders today,                      Mr. and Mrs. Alan and Eileen Young.


ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ’s body and blood are truly present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by takin
g it in an unworthy manner.  If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune with us.  Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual" and “common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Non-Alcoholic Wine is in the center of the tray.)  

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming. Please complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact.

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher.

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth.

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome Area/Lobby (“Narthex”)

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.

As We Gather – Sometimes on TV or in a play, a character will walk away from the scene and speak directly to the audience. These moments give a clear window into the character’s heart and soul. They reveal what’s important to that character. The little speech the character gives is called a soliloquy. Today in our Gospel, we hear Jesus’ soliloquy. On the very night He was betrayed, Jesus tells us what is most important to Him. He reveals His heart for unity around His Word. Come, prepare your heart to hear what Jesus says to you today.

Pre-Service Music

Welcome

Invocation	
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.      C	Amen.

Crown Him with Many Crowns


2
1. Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.
2. Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

3. Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.

Confession and Absolution	Romans 3:10; Philippians 2:6
P	And what has our God told us?
C	There is none righteous, no, not one. We have all together become corrupt. There is none who seeks God; no, not one.
P	We have become united in our total depravity.
C	We are sinful from birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.

P	Our sins have separated us from God. In that separation, so often we have united around things that are sinful.
C	O Lord, have mercy on me and forgive me.

Lord Have Mercy

Jesus I've forgotten the words that You have spoken
Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim
With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom
Forgive me for my unbelief
Renew the fire again

Lord have mercy Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy on me
Lord have mercy Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy on me

I have built an altar where I've worshiped things of man
I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You
Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing
Pardon my transgressions
Help me love You again  

I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies
Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end
So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence
Your grace forever shining
Like a beacon in the night  CHORUS

ENDING: Lord have mercy Lord have mercy on us    4x
Steve Merkel    CCLI Song # 2989578   CCLI License # 140952
© 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI))
P	God never desired that we be separated from Him. We could never go to Him, so He came to us. Jesus didn’t consider equality with His Father a thing to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking on human nature. He lived the life we never have, earning that uniting with His Father.
And when He died, God made Him who had no sin to become sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

God has united us with Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Alleluia! Immanuel! God is with us! He has brought us to His side!

Introit	Ps. 61:3, 5–8; antiphon: Ps. 61:1
P  Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer;
C  for you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy.
P  For you, O God, have heard my vows; you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
C  Prolong the life of the king; may his years endure to all generations!
P  May he be enthroned forever before God; appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!
C  So will I ever sing praises to your name, as I perform my vows day after day.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P  Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer;

Salutation and Prayer of the Day	
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.	
P	Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, You came to bring us unity with You and the Father. Point us to the source of that unity, Your Word, and bring us ever closer to You, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

First Reading	 Acts 1:12–26
12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms,
“‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’;
and
“‘Let another take his office.’
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

L	This is the Word of the Lord.      C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm	 Psalm 133
1Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
2It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes!
3It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.

Second Reading	 Revelation 22:1–6, 12–20
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”
12Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 
13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

L	This is the Word of the Lord.        C	Thanks be to God.

When Peace, like a River

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

2. Though Satan should buffet,
though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.


REFRAIN: It is well (It is well)
with my soul, (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.


3. He lives—oh, the joy 
of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! REFRAIN

4. And, Lord, haste the day
when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound
and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. REFRAIN

Verse	Romans 6:9; John 14:18
Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel	 John 17:20–26
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
20[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
21that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C	Praise to You, O Christ.


Message by Guest Preacher, Rev. Sam Watters


Apostles' Creed	
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church	
P	Lord Jesus, You prayed that we may be one as You and the Father are one. We ask Your blessing on this congregation. Unite us around the Word. Make us eager to grow in it and to know You better.
C	Point us to Your Word. Make us crave the unity You have given us.

WOMEN – Lord Jesus, You prayed that we may be one as You and the Father are one. Grant Your blessing on our Synod. Unite us around Your Word. Increase our faithfulness to Your infallible Word.
C	Use Your Word to show us our sins and Your glory. Show us the cross.

MEN – Lord Jesus, You prayed that we may be one as You and the Father are one. We live in a broken and fractured world that has fled from You. Use our proclamation of Your Word to unite others with You.
C	Open our mouths to sing Your praise. Bless our efforts to tell others of You.

WOMEN – Lord Jesus, You prayed that we may be one as You and the Father are one. Be with those who share Your Word. Be with missionaries and those who face danger because of their faithfulness to You. Encourage those evangelists who face challenges.
C	Use us to encourage those who serve You. Unite Your whole Christian Church on earth.

MEN – Lord Jesus, You prayed that we may be one as You and the Father are one. Yet so often we give in to petty concerns or cling to sins others have committed against us. We fail to see that our brothers and sisters in Christ are meant to be one with us. Point us to Your Word again and again. Forgive us our sins, and unite us in You.
C	Increase our love for one another and our love for You.

P	Hear us as we bring You our private petitions.

Silent prayer

P	Now, take Your children, and use us. We are Your people by Your choice. You have bought us with Your own blood and united us together as Your children through the waters of Baptism. Keep us united in You and You alone.
C	Amen.

Lord's Prayer	
C	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Offering DURING THE OFFERING: Whether you are a visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His Word.


The Church's One Foundation

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation by water and the Word.
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died.

Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.

Through toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore.
Till with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
O blessed heavenly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, may see You face to face.


Benediction	
P	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which unites us with God the Father,
and the love of God, which unites us with Christ,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, which unites us with one another,
keep you until the day of everlasting life.
C	Amen.


Postlude Music
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