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                                Risen Christ Lutheran Church 
                                 Reformation Sunday Observed 
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“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures or by evident reason-for I 

can believe neither pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have erred repeatedly 

and contradicted themselves-I consider myself convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, 

which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. Thus I cannot and will not 

recant, because acting against one's conscience is neither safe nor sound. God help me. 

Amen.” – Martin Luther’s words spoken in 1521 



2 

 

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ’s body and blood are truly 

present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and 

giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by taking it 

in an unworthy manner.  If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune 

with us.  Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual" and 

“common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Non-Alcoholic Wine is in the center of the tray.)   

 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  

 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming. Please complete a Worship Card and 

place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for 

any further contact. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 

 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 

 

As We Gather – Jesus calls us to abide in His Word. To abide means to dwell or be at home. Are you at 

home in Jesus’ Word? Is it the place where you long to be? Jesus’ Word is the only place in all the world 

where we can find the absolute guarantee of sins forgiven, hope restored, and new life granted as children of 

God the Father. Today, Jesus mercifully calls us to come to Him, confess our sins, and be filled with His 

pardon and peace. He will renew us by His Word, strengthen us at His Table, and send us forth with His 

blessing to proclaim to all creation: “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Invocation and Opening Sentences John 8:31–32 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.       

C  Amen. 
 

P Jesus said, “If you abide in My word,     

C  you are truly My disciples, 
  

P and you will know the truth,     

C  and the truth will set you free.” 

 

http://www.risenchrist.info/
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confession and Absolution John 8:36 

P With humble hearts, let us approach our Father’s throne of grace. 
  

Silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior  

  

P Together, we pray: 
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C Gracious Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of repentance, we bow before You and 

confess our sins. We have turned away from the truth of Your Word, choosing to go our own 

way. By what we have thought, by what we have done, and by what we have failed to do, we 

have broken Your commands and are deserving of Your wrath and punishment. By the mercy 

of Christ, Your Son, set us free from our captivity. Enable us by Your Holy Spirit to live under 

You in Your kingdom and to serve You in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness. Amen. 
  

P Just as Christ is risen from the dead, He lives and reigns to all eternity! It is most certainly true that He 

died and rose again for you to make you right with God, to adopt you as children of the heavenly 

Father, and to set you free from sin and death. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P “So if the Son sets you free,     

C     you will be free indeed!” 
 

Introit Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 

 and shall not be put to shame. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

 let the humble hear and be glad. 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 

 none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 

 and shall not be put to shame. 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. 

C Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, 
  

P protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 

C defend us against all enemies, 

P and, through the abiding Word of Your Son, 

C set us free from our sin that we may know Your saving peace; 

  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    C  Amen. 
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First Reading Revelation 14:6–7 
 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 

dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 

God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven 

and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
  

L  This is the Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 
C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
  

L  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into 

the heart of the sea, 
  

L  though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

C There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
  

L God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 

C The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; He utters His voice, the earth melts. 

 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
  

L Come, behold the works of the LORD, how He has brought desolations on the earth. 

C He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He 

burns the chariots with fire. 
  

L “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”  

C The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Epistle Romans 3:19–28 
 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law 

no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation 

by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that 

he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
  

L  This is the Word of the Lord.    C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Apostles' Creed  

C    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
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     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.    

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of 

Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be 

free indeed.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Thy Word Is a Lamp 
 

REFRAIN: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

 

1. When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear 

as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

2. I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 

And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002690 

 

Sermon – “Christ Has Set Us Free and What That Really Means” 

1. Satan promises liberty but delivers slavery – “satan’s big lie”. Jesus stated, "Everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin." 

2. Jesus offers us DISCIPLESHIP and thereby sets us free! “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  

a. Knowledge of God through knowing His Word and commitment to God actually 

liberates us!  

b. So, Christ offering us discipleship = He wants to set us free. 

c. "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples." 

d. God has already accepted the blame and shame of our sin… atoned of it… and 

thereby set us free from the power of guilt! 
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The Offering – ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info  

Whether you are a visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has 

served with His Word. Offering plates are at the sanctuary doors.  
 

Give Us Clean Hands 

 

We bow our hearts we bend our knees 

Oh Spirit come make us humble 

We turn our eyes from evil things 

Oh Lord we cast down our idols 
 

CCLI Song # 2060208 

Charlie Hall 

© 2000 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

Give us clean hands give us pure hearts 

Let us not lift our souls to another 

Give us clean hands give us pure hearts 

Let us not lift our souls to another 

And oh God let us be a generation that seeks 

That seeks Your face oh God of Jacob 

And oh God let us be a generation that seeks 

That seeks Your face oh God of Jacob 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.  

 

Lord Jesus, You have freed us from the captivity to sin and death, from the delusion of trying to earn 

and maintain our own righteousness, and from the chains of condemnation and fear. That is why we 

rejoice in Your Word: If the Son sets you free, 

C you will be free indeed! 
  

MEN – Lord Jesus, only Your mercy and grace enable us to know, find, and live in the freedom of Your 

eternal Gospel. Send Your Spirit upon Your Church that we continue in the truths of the Reformation, 

and that, to all the peoples of the world, we proclaim this truth: If the Son sets you free, 

C you will be free indeed! 
  

WOMEN – Lord Jesus, free us from self-centeredness and pride. Turn our focus toward You first in faith 

and then toward others in love. Bless all who serve You and others in their homes, in the church, in 

the workplace, and in our community to rejoice in knowing that if the Son sets you free, 

C you will be free indeed! 
 

P Lord Jesus, You proclaim freedom for the captives and recovery for those with infirmities. Grant Your 

healing, in both soul and body, to those we name before You (quietly to ourselves). Rejoicing in Your 

healing touch, grant that all who receive Your Good News boldly say: If the Son sets you free, 

C you will be free indeed! 
 

MEN – Lord Jesus, for these and all other concerns we have, please hear and answer our prayers according 

to Your gracious will 

C that we live each day in the freedom we have come to know. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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He Reigns 

 

1. It's the song of the redeemed 

Rising from the African plain 

It's the song of the forgiven 

Drowning out the Amazon rain 

The song of Asian believers 

Filled with God's holy fire 

It's every tribe every tongue every nation 

A love song born of a grateful choir 

 

CHORUS: It's all God's children singing 

Glory glory hallelujah 

He reigns He reigns 

It's all God's children singing 

Glory glory hallelujah 

He reigns (He reigns) 

 

 
 

2. Let it rise above the four winds 

Caught up in the heavenly sound 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals 

To the faithful gathered underground 

Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation 

Some were meant to persist 

Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples 

None rings truer than this  CHORUS 
 

BRIDGE: And all the powers of darkness 

Tremble at what they've just heard 

'Cause all the powers of darkness 

Can't drown out a single word  CHORUS 
CCLI Song # 4026635 

Peter Furler | Steve Taylor 

© 2003 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Soylent Tunes (Admin. by Integrated Copyright Group, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

 

Benediction John 8:31–32, 36; Numbers 6:24–26 
P Jesus said, “If you abide in My word,    C  you are truly My disciples, 
  

P and you will know the truth,    C  and the truth will set you free. 

  

P So if the Son sets you free,    C  you will be free indeed.” 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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