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                                                      Sunday Worship               
                                                                                          November 19,2023 

YOU ARE IN GOD’S SANCTUARY. AS YOU ENTER, 

PLEASE SIT QUIETLY, READ THROUGH YOUR WORSHIP 

FOLDER, AND PREPARE FOR WORSHIP. 
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ’s body and blood are truly 

present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and 

giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by takin 

g it in an unworthy manner.  If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune 

with us.  Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual" and 

“common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Non-Alcoholic Wine is in the center of the tray.)   
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming. Please complete a Worship Card and 

place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for 

any further contact. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

As We Gather = The Last Day may come soon, but in the meantime, many people are neglecting to use 

their abilities and opportunities for God’s purposes. Zephaniah writes that it will be a day of wrath and 

mourning. But for those who have realized God’s blessings over the years, as Psalm 90 recalls, though the 

times are mean, each day is an opportunity to “encourage one another and build one another up” (1 

Thessalonians 5:11). Today is an opportunity to hear God’s very gracious Word, “well done!” and be 

strengthened to respond by using the talents He has loaned to us. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship – I Will Follow (lyrics projected on screens)                                                                              
  

 

Invocation and Opening Sentences Zephaniah 1:7b; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Matthew 25:29a 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The LORD has prepared a sacrifice 

C and consecrated His guests. 
  

P Encourage one another 

C and build one another up. 
  

P To everyone who has will more be given, 

C and he will have an abundance. 

http://www.risenchrist.info/
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Christ the Eternal Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who 

trust in You. 

C Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

that our faith may never be found wanting; 

P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 

“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, 

and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; 

 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men 

who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, 

 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to 

you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While 

people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 

pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for 

that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the 

night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For 

those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 

day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage 

one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
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Apostles’ Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Verse Matthew 25:29a 
P Alleluia. For to everyone who has will more be given, 

C and he will have an abundance. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 

them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and 

he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had 

received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time 

the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents;         
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here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You 

have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also 

who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 

two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 

over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew 

that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 

interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who 

has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has 

will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – “God’s Version of Faith and Reality, or Yours?” 
 

Lord Have Mercy 
 

Jesus, I've forgotten the words that You have spoken; 

Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim; 

With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom; 

Forgive me for my unbelief, renew the fire again. 
 

CHORUS: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Lord have mercy on me.    (Repeat) 
 

I have built an altar where I've worshipped things of man; 

I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You; 

Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing; 

Pardon my transgressions, help me love You again.  CHORUS 
 

I have longed to know You and all Your tender mercies, 

Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end; 

So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence, 

Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night.  CHORUS 
 

ENDING: Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on us;  4x 
Steve Merkel  CCLI Song #2989578 

© 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:8–9; Psalm 90:17 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

 P Let us in all honesty hear His Word again and confess our sins. 

 

The Lord has consecrated His guests, 
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C but we have been more attentive to the things of this world. Let the favor of the Lord our God 

be upon us. 
  

P Build one another up, 

C but we are used to the darkness of this world and fear His coming like a thief in the night. Let 

the favor of the Lord our God be upon us. 
  

P To everyone who has will more be given, 

C but we seldom recognize the abilities and opportunities He has given. Let the favor of the Lord 

our God be upon us. 
  

P The favor of the Lord is on you! Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering – ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are a visitor or a member, 

please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His Word. 
 

There's Something About That Name 
Jesus Jesus Jesus 

There's just something about that name 

Master Savior Jesus 

Like a fragrance after the rain 
 

Jesus Jesus Jesus 

Let all heaven and earth proclaim 

Kings and kingdoms may all pass away 

But there's something about that name 

Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither 

CCLI Song #14064 

© 1970 William J. Gaither, Inc. 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #140952 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the Church around the world, for ourselves in this place, for people in positions of 

authority, for families, and for all in need. 

 

Guide and protect Your Church, Lord Jesus, as it endeavors to share the Gospel in the many 

circumstances of this sin-ridden world. Embolden leaders to speak Your Word with conviction, open 

the ears of those who hear the Good News in all circumstances, and grant increase of faith and 

numbers wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament. 

C Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for whom we pray. 
  

P O Holy Spirit, strengthen this congregation so that we are a beacon of Your gracious love, calling one 

and all to join us to celebrate the Good News shining in this darkened world. 

C Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for whom we pray. 
  

P Lord over all, guide and protect the officers of nations; armed forces deployed and police at home; 

leaders of large corporations; those who work in the media; those who grow, tend, and distribute 

food; and all who respond in emergencies, that together they work for the common good. 

C Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for whom we pray. 
  

P Heavenly Father, grant peace and love in families, give wisdom to parents and willingness to learn to 

children, and provide faithful congregations, caring friends, and extended relatives to support them 

through all the changes in life. 

C Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for whom we pray. 
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P Lord our God, hear the prayers of Your people near and dear to us, [including . . .], as well as those 

known only to You. As fits Your gracious plans for them, give healing, relief, and comfort, so that they 

may live out each day in peace and joy. 

C Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for whom we pray. 
  

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant us for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord who taught us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Mighty to Save 

 

Everyone needs compassion 

A love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 

Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Savior 

The hope of nations 

 

CHORUS: Savior, He can move the mountains 

Our God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever Author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

 
Reuben Morgan and Ben Fielding   CCLI Song # 4591782  CCLI License # 140952 

© 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 

 

 

 

So take me as you find me 

All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 

I give my life to follow 

Everything I believe in 

Now I surrender  CHORUS 

 

Shine your light and 

let the whole world see 

We're singing 

for the glory of the risen king Jesus  CHORUS 

 

ENDING: Shine your light and 

let the whole world see 

We're singing for the glory of 

the risen king - Jesus 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 

We're singing for the glory of the risen king 

Benediction and Dismissal 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
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