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                                Risen Christ Lutheran Church 
                                 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 18, 2024       9:30am              

  

REMEMBER, YOU ARE IN GOD’S SANCTUARY. AS YOU ENTER, 

PLEASE SIT QUIETLY, PRAY, AND READ THROUGH THIS 

WORSHIP FOLDER TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome Guest Preacher, Rev. Bradley Garrison 

Executive Director The Luke Project 52 Clinic 
 

 
Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

46250 Ann Arbor Road  Plymouth, MI 48170 

734.453.5252  www.risenchrist.info 



2 

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ’s body and blood are truly 

present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and 

giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by taking it 

in an unworthy manner.  If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune 

with us.  Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual" and 

“common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)   
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming.  Brochures can be found at each 

door. Please complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome 

card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

Rev. Brad Garrison and About The Luke Project 52 Flint – Today’s Guest Preacher, Rev. Bradley 

Garrison, is Founder and Executive Director of the Luke Project 52 Clinic. He has been a Pharmacist for 48 

years, and has served 40 years in pastoral ministry in Lutheran Church Missouri Synod! 

 

From their Website – “The Luke Project is a ministry launched in 2016 out of love for mothers and their 

babies. The Luke Project provides Prenatal and Postpartum care to moms in need. We serve women no 

matter who they are and where they have been, we believe that the mothers and babies that we serve were 

created in the image of God and should be treated with respect and love at all times. 

 

Relationships are the glue that will help our patients receive the prenatal care that they need. Instead of the 

patient being forced to enter the provider's culture, we will enter and adapt to theirs. It is time to provide 

loving, personalized prenatal and infant care in Jesus’ name to any mother who needs it –  at no charge.” 

 

Welcome, Announcements, and Share the Peace 
 

Invocation and Opening Prayer  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C   Amen.

 

http://www.risenchrist.info/
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Here I Am to Worship 
 

Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see. 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 
 

CHORUS: Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came to the earth You created, 

All for love's sake became poor.  CHORUS 

 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross.  CHORUS 
Tim Hughes 

CCLI Song # 3266032 

© 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License # 140952 
 

Confession and Absolution  

C I confess to almighty God our Father that I have sinned by allowing other things to become 

more important to me than God. I have trusted more in myself, my possessions, my works, and 

my own desires. I confess that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him. Therefore I pray that He come to me in His Word and Spirit to 

forgive me and enlighten and keep me in the true faith. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God has had mercy on you and has come to you in the person of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ. For the sake of His death and resurrection for you, God forgives you all your sins and gives you 

the strength of faith to serve Him in all faithfulness. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.    C   Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Joshua 24:1–2, 14–18 
1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 

and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, 

“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the 

father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods.  
14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that 

your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15And if it is evil in your eyes to 

serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region 

beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we 

will serve the LORD.” 
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16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 
17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and 

among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the 

Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.        C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 34:12-22 
12What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good? 
      13Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
      15The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry. 
16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
      17When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 
      19Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
20He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken. 
      21Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 
 

Epistle  Ephesians 5:6–21 
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 

the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but 

now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and 

right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 
13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, 
 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best use of the time, 

because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And 

do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse John 6:68 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia 
 

 

Holy Gospel  John 6:51–69 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.    C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. 
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And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds on 

my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living Father sent me, and I live because 

of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down 

from heaven, not as the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said 

these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”  

61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 

offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is 

the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who 

did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one 

can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the 

Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One 

of God.”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.        C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
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Sermon – “Knowing God’s Will in a Confusing World” based on Ephesians 5:15-17 by 

Guest Preacher, Rev. Brad Garrison (See page 2 for short bio.)  
 

Outline 
 

I. Two categories of God’s Will 

 

A. Determined (antecedent) will  B. Desired (consequent) will 

1. ________________________        1. ______________________ 

 

2. ________________________         2. ______________________ 

 

3. ________________________         3. ______________________ 

 

4. ________________________         4. ______________________ 

 

5. ________________________         5. ______________________ 

 

6. ________________________         6. ______________________ 

 

II. Three things to do to know God’s Will 

 

A. Stop at the _________________________________ 

 

B. Look around and within - ____________________ 

 

‘GOD OPENS DOORS AND CLOSES DOORS” 

 

C. Listen! 

1. To the counsel of ___________ people (Proverbs 25:12) 

 

2. Signals to look for: 
 

a. _________________             b. _________________ 

 

III. Questions for practical application: 

What if I know God’s will and don’t do it? 

Can I rely on my feelings? 

Can I be in the will of God and not know it? 
 

“OBEY GOD IN WHAT YOU KNOW AND TRUST GOD IN WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW” 
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Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints. 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering – ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are a visitor 

or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served 

with His Word. 

Jesus Draw Me Close 
 

Jesus draw me close 

Closer Lord to You 

Let the world around me fade away 

Jesus draw me close 

Closer Lord to You 

For I desire to worship and obey 
CCLI Song # 443680 

Rick Founds 

© 1990 Maranatha Praise, Inc. (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1862423 

 
 

Prayer of the Church  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

MEN – Lord God our Father, we praise You for the gift of salvation and life by faith in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Because of our total helplessness, we especially thank You for the very faith with 

which we receive and hold fast Your promises. Continue to strengthen our faith. Enable us to serve 

You with the praise of our lips and our service to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

WOMEN – Be pleased to shine the light of Your love and salvation on all people through the service of 

Your people, the Church. Bless and enable all preachers of Your Word to boldly call out to all, “Awake, 

O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

MEN – Awaken and guide all earthly rulers to lead people in the ways of peace and justice that Your Word 

may be preached and taught freely among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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WOMEN – Give us spiritual understanding and faith in Jesus as the living bread that came down from 

heaven, that believing in and receiving Him both through His Word and the Supper of His body and 

blood, we may live forever now and at the day of the resurrection of all flesh. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

MEN – Surround with Your healing, saving grace all who are in doubt or disbelief, those who are troubled, 

those who are distracted by the cares of life, those who are ill, and those who mourn. Draw them to 

the true light of life who came to seek and to save all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

WOMEN – We give thanks to You, Lord of life, for all those who have served You with their lives in this 

world and have gone before us with the sign of faith. You have the words of eternal life; You are the 

one, holy God. Bring us to be with them in our heavenly home. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who taught us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Shout to the Lord 

 

My Jesus, my Saviour 

Lord there is none like You 

All of my days I want to praise 

The wonders of Your mighty love 

My comfort, my shelter 

Tower of refuge and strength 

Let ev'ry breath, all that I am 

Never cease to worship You 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the Earth, let us sing 

Power and majesty, praise to the King 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

At the sound of Your name 

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands 

Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand 

Nothing compares 

to the promise I have in You 

Darlene Zschech  CCLI Song # 1406918 

© 1993 Wondrous Worship (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

 

 

Benediction  
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All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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