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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION - (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe that the Lord’s Supper is not symbolic.
We believe what Jesus Himself said: that His body and blood are truly present in this, His meal that He
instituted for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking
and giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by
taking it in an unworthy manner. If you believe the above and you are a baptized believer who trusts in the
death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and you have examined yourself, you are
welcome to commune with us. Please talk to the Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered
before the “individual” and “common” cups of wine. (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)

OFFERING - Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His
Church. If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to
contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward
the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world through your here! You can also take
advantage of Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info

A WORD TO OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS - Welcome and thank you for coming. Everyone please

complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. For Guests, Pastor will send you a welcome card
and please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact.

Large Print Bulletins — Available from an usher.
Listening Assistance Devices — Available at the Sound Booth.

Parent Room - A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome
Area/Lobby (“Narthex")

For Children - Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.

As We Gather - It is almost the end of the Easter Season, and we would like it to continue. The non-
festival half of the Church Year doesn’t seem as, well, festive. But listen to the Readings! There are people,
like Paul in the Reading from Acts, who need support today. And Lydia is an example of a new Christian,
ready to help. The vision in Revelation showed John's readers the perfect city, ready to welcome all whose
names are in the Book of Life (that's us)! We can hardly wait to get there.

In the meantime, there's no time to lose. "Ask,” Jesus tells us in the Gospel, “and you will receive, that your
joy may be full” (John 16:24). You see, even now He is with us. What would you like to ask Him?

Welcome and Announcements

Invocation and Opening Sentences Revelation 21:9-10, 23; John 16:24
P) In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
®) Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb. He showed me the holy city Jerusalem.
®) The city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
P) Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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1Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - Ilu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial
3 But the pains which He en - dured, Al - le - ITu - ia!

A4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al_ - le - lm - ial
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Our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lnm - ial
Un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ia!
Our sal - va - tion have pro - cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
Praise e - ter - nal as His love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
Who en - dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
Now a - bove the sky He’s king, Al - le - lu - ial
Praise Him, all ye heav’n-ly host, Al - le - u - ial
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Suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
Sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
Where the an - gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ial
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le lu ia!

Confession and Absolution
P) Let us ask God for forgiveness and guidance.

John 16:33

At times, O Lord, it feels like You have left us and gone into heaven, leaving us to fend for
ourselves. We confess that we fail to remember Your word of promise about Your presence
with us and Your love for us. We fear what might happen, and we regularly face our own
desires and temptations. We forget that You “have overcome the world.” Forgive us and renew

in us strong faith in Your presence and protection.

P} God has not left us alone. Christ is with us, and He has broken every barrier between us and the
promised Jerusalem awaiting us. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Suffrages Psalm 88:13; 51:12; 71:8; 145:2; 65:5; 103:1, 4; 102:1
®) |Icryto You, O Lord; in the morning my prayer comes before You.
(P] Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
P) My mouth is filled with Your praise, and with Your glory all the day.
) Every day | will bless You and praise Your name forever and ever.
(P) By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.

Bless the Lord, O my soul;

He redeems your life from the pit

B & F

Hear my prayer, O Lord; let my cry come to You.

and all that is within me, bless His holy name!

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.



Salutation and Prayer of the Church
P The Lord be with you. And also with you.
P] Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is good,
by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your
merciful guiding accomplish them;

P} through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Acts 16:9-15

%A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” '°And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to
go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

S0, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis,
2and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city some days. 3And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside,
where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come
together. One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
5And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to
be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67
"May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,
2that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
SLet the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!
5The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us.
’God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Epistle Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27

°Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke
to me, saying, "Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” "°And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, "having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. '?It had a
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— '3on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on
the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and
on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. . ..

21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of
the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.



22And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 22And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
4By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 2°and its gates will
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26They will bring into it the glory and the honor of
the nations. 2But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

How Deep the Father's Love for Us

1. How deep the Father's love for us 2. Behold the Man upon a cross
How vast beyond all measure My sin upon His shoulders
That He should give His only Son Ashamed | hear my mocking voice
To make a wretch His treasure Call out among the scoffers
How great the pain of searing loss It was my sin that held Him there
The Father turns His face away Until it was accomplished
As wounds which mar the Chosen One His dying breath has brought me life
Bring many sons to glory | know that it is finished

3. | will not boast in anything
No gifts no pow'r no wisdom
But | will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should | gain from His reward
| cannot give an answer
But this | know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.



And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

Holy Gospel John 16:23-33
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

Z[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, | say to you, whatever you ask of the
Father in my name, he will give it to you. ?*Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you
will receive, that your joy may be full.

25"| have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when | will no longer speak to
you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. %6In that day you will ask in my name,
and | do not say to you that | will ask the Father on your behalf; #’for the Father himself loves you, because
you have loved me and have believed that | came from God. %8| came from the Father and have come into
the world, and now | am leaving the world and going to the Father.”

2His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! *°Now we know
that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came
from God.” 3'Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has
come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone, for
the Father is with me. 33| have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.”

@) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon - “A Little While” (We will be sorrowful, but our sorrow will turn to joy) by guest
Pr. Sam Watters from St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Westland

Offering — ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info — Whether you are a visitor or a
member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His
Word.

Prayer of the Church
P) Let us pray for all people, for the church, and for ourselves.

(P) Hear our prayer, heavenly Father, for we ask this in Jesus’ name: Visit and relieve those many people
who are denied what they need in food, clothing, or shelter. Grant relief to those languishing because
of true injustice or oppression. Surround the poor, sick, and dying with people to care for their various
needs. Open doors of opportunity for faith-filled brothers and sisters in Christ that they may care for
the physical, social, and spiritual needs of people around them with Your protection and guidance.
Hear our prayer and answer, that our joy may be full.

®

(P} Hear our prayer, heavenly Father, for we are as children, only asking for what You deem best. Listen to
our deep longings, our unspoken yearning, and the circumstances of our own lives. In Your mercy and
love, assure us of Your presence despite whatever ills we might have. Be with those near and dear to
us who call out for healing, strength, and comfort, [especially those we now name quietly in our
hearts......]. Lord, assure them of Your presence even now.

Hear our prayer and answer, that our joy may be full.




P) We give thanks, heavenly Father, for the faith Your Holy Spirit has placed within us. We know the
promise of heaven and long for the new Jerusalem. We, like John, look forward to that new Jerusalem,
and like Lydia, have heard the Good News of our Savior and rejoice. We are confident that Your ears
are open to our requests for ourselves, our circle of friends and family, and all the faithful who gather
with us. Answer our prayers as fits Your plans for us, the church around the world, and all people in
their various circumstances.

Hear our prayer and answer, that our joy may be full.

(P} We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Preface
) The Lord be with you. And also with you.

() Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have called us together to receive Your Son's body
and blood in this Sacrament. Grant that we are strengthened thereby to live each day in true faith and
then to rejoice in eternity with You, Your Son, and the Holy Spirit in the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom which has no end. To You be all glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *} body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My - blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.

Distribution Hymns
I Sing Praises to Your Name (medley)

1. | sing praises to Your name O Lord 2. | give glory to Your name O Lord
Praises to Your name O Lord Glory to Your name O Lord
For Your name is great For Your name is great
And greatly to be praised (2x) And greatly to be praised (2x)
| worship You, Almighty God You are Holy
| worship You, Almighty God You are Holy, Holy
There is none like You Lord there is none like You
| worship You, O Prince of Peace You are Holy, Holy
That is what | want to do Glory to You alone

| give You praise
For You are my righteousness
I worship You, Almighty God
There is none like You

(Chorus) I'll sing Your praises forever
Deeper in love with You
Here in Your courts
Where I'm close to Your throne
I found where I belong

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P} Let us pray... O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts
and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Above All
Above all powers, above all kings Above all kingdoms, above all thrones
Above all nature and all created things Above all wonders the world has ever known
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man Above all wealth and treasures of the earth
You were here before the world began There's no way to measure what You're worth

Crucified, laid behind the stone
You lived to die, rejected and alone
Like a rose, trampled on the ground
You took the fall and thought of me above all
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