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Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

3rd Sunday in Advent Worship    

December 14, 2025    9:30am 
 

 

REMEMBER, YOU ARE IN GOD’S SANCTUARY. AS YOU ENTER 

HIS SANCTURARY, PLEASE SIT QUIETLY, PRAY, AND READ 

THROUGH THIS WORSHIP FOLDER  

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe that the Lord’s Supper is not symbolic. 

We believe what Jesus Himself said: that His body and blood are truly present in this, His meal that He 

instituted for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking 

and giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by 

taking it in an unworthy manner. If you believe the above and you are a baptized believer who trusts in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and you have examined yourself, you are 

welcome to commune with us. Please talk to the Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered 

before the “individual" and “common” cups of wine. (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)   

 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church. If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world through your here! You can also take 

advantage of Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  

 

A WORD TO OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming. Everyone please 

complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. For Guests, Pastor will send you a welcome card 

and please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact.  

 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 

 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 

 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 

 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.1 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Invocation and Opening Sentences Psalm 100; 118:24 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing! 
  

P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people,  

and the sheep of His pasture. 

C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 
  

P Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. 

 
During the singing of the song, three candles on the Advent wreath are lighted. 

http://www.risenchrist.info/
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“King of Kings” 

 

1. In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 

 

CHORUS: Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of kings 
 

2. To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

For even in Your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake You died  CHORUS 

3. And the morning that You rose 

All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

 

4. And the Church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this Gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel shall not faint 

By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me  CHORUS 
CCLI Song # 7127647 

Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood 

© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 

We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought 

not to have done. We have not always made Your kingdom of first importance in our lives. We 

sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the 

renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we 

may grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 
  

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways that are merciful. To each of us, our 

Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, I announce to you the forgiveness of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.    C   Amen. 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you.    C   And also with you.     

P   Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.    C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands,  and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.                            

For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 146  
C Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
  

! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

@ Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When his breath departs he 

returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. 
  

! Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, who made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry. 

@ The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
  

! The LORD watches over the sojourners; He upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the 

wicked He brings to ruin.  

@ The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
 

Epistle James 5:7–11 
 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 

fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. 

Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, 

brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of 

suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we 
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consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have 

seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Nicene Creed (Words on screens)  
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.    C   Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to 

him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and 

tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 

the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed 

is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the 

Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 

come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
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Sermon – “Reasons to Rejoice!” 
 

Regular Offering – ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are 

a visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has 

served with His Word. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who offer prayers and supplications, that God would hear them on account of His Son who has 

enlightened the darkness of our hearts and every corner of creation by His incarnation, let us pray to 

the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all pastors and church workers, that the words they bear would prepare the way of Jesus’ second 

advent and be received by all who hear them, let us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the homes of our land, that God would grant safety and security to all families; and that the faith 

would be delivered from one generation to the next, let us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until the day when Christ comes 

again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and grieving, that as the day draws near when blind eyes see, deaf ears hear, lame legs 

leap and mute tongues sing for joy, God would grant them healing according to His gracious will, let 

us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faith and joy to receive the Lord’s Supper worthily this day, as Christ comes as a foretaste of the 

Lamb’s marriage feast, let us pray to the Lord:    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every circumstance of life, teach us the joy 

that comes from knowing Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His gracious 

visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.    C   Amen. 
  

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 

judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C   Amen. 
 

Communion 

What Child is This? 

 

1. What Child is this who laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping 

This this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste haste to bring Him laud 

The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

2. Why lies He in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding 

Good Christian fear for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading 

Nails spear shall pierce Him through 

The cross be borne for me for you 

Hail hail the Word made flesh 

The Babe the Son of Mary 

3. So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 

Come peasant king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

Raise raise the song on high 

The Virgin sings her lullaby 

Joy joy for Christ is born. The Babe the Son of Mary. 
 

O Little town of Bethlehem 

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

2. For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep 

The angels keep 

their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 

And peace to men on earth 
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3. How silently how silently 

The wondrous gift is given 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven 

No ear may hear His coming 

But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will receive Him still 

The dear Christ enters in 

 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

Be born in us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us abide with us 

Our Lord Emmanuel 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father and King eternal, for You have once again fed and 

nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Strengthen us through this gracious Meal that we may live joyfully and daily show forth Your love 

through acts of mercy. Support us in this life and bring us at last to the unending feast in Your eternal 

kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

1. O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

REFRAIN: O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2. Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin,  

a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! REFRAIN 

 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest  REFRAIN
 

Benediction 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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