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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION - (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe that the Lord’s Supper is not symbolic.
We believe what Jesus Himself said: that His body and blood are truly present in this, His meal that He
instituted for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking
and giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by
taking it in an unworthy manner. If you believe the above and you are a baptized believer who trusts in the
death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and you have examined yourself, you are
welcome to commune with us. Please talk to the Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered
before the "individual” and “common” cups of wine. (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)

OFFERING - Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His
Church. If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to
contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward
the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world through your here! You can also take
advantage of Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info

A WORD TO OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS - Welcome and thank you for coming. Everyone please
complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. For Guests, Pastor will send you a welcome card
and please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact.

Large Print Bulletins — Available from an usher.
Listening Assistance Devices — Available at the Sound Booth.

Parent Room — A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome
Area/Lobby (“Narthex")

For Children - Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.

As We Gather - It is still Advent, but today we hear an account of the Christmas story early so that we
may know what to look for later this week. The Son of Mary by the Holy Spirit is Jesus, who saves us from
our sins and who fulfills the promise of Immanuel: God is with us. Perhaps the richness of the details of
Luke's account sometimes distracts us from the message. The Lord has come to keep His Word, to save us
from our sins, and to keep us in His hand so that we may be His eternally. None of this was obvious to either
Mary or faithful Joseph, and yet the Lord was at work through it all to deliver to us His Son to be our Savior.
We will still worry when things do not go as we plan, and we will still struggle with doubts and fears, but the
angel of God's presence is no mere messenger sent in His place. No, the angel of God's presence is His only-
begotten Son, whose name is Jesus and whose work is our salvation.

Pre-service Music by the guitar trio of Greg, Don, and Michael

Welcome and Announcements

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the -}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession and Absolution Psalm 130:7; Philippians 1:6

®) O Israel, hope in the Lorp! For with the Lorb there is steadfast love,
and with Him is plentiful redemption.

Silence for self-examination.

) Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know—the thoughts and
words and deeds of which | am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus
Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in peace.

®) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
Our resurrected Lord is the source of forgiveness. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore do what He asked — forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

®

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

®

Here | Am to Worship

Light of the World,
You stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with You.

CHORUS: Here | am to worship, here | am to bow down,
Here | am to say that You're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.

2. King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above,
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.

BRIDGE: And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross. CHORUS
Tim Hughes CCLI Song # 3266032

© 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
CCLI License # 140952



Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down
may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

10Again the LorRD spoke to Ahaz, ""Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” '*And he said, “Hear then,
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? '“Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. ">He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
8For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you
dread will be deserted. ""The Lorp will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's
house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7

The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein,
2for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.

3Who shall ascend the hill of the Lorp? And who shall stand in his holy place?
4He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
>He will receive blessing from the Lorp and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
5Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

“Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is this King of glory? The Lorb, strong and mighty, the Lorp, mighty in battle!
SLift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.
%Who is this King of glory? The LorD of hosts, he is the King of glory!

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God in power according
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all
the nations, éincluding you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
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"To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. The

third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life - everlasting. Amen.

holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,



Verse Matthew 1:23a

@) Alleluia.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel.
@) Alleluia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ?And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him: he took his wife, 2>but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon - “When Faith Overrules Fear — Faith Without a Script” ... based on Joseph's
encounter with the Angel of the Lord in Matthew 1:18-25

Regular Offering - ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info — Whether you are
a visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has
served with His Word.

Special Music by the guitar trio of Greg, Don, and Michael

Prayer of the Church

P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For faith to rejoice in the promise of the Father kept in Christ, for an end to worries and fears, and for
peace to rule our hearts, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the courage in the face of danger and confidence in the face of doubt, knowing that God will keep
us as His own possession, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation and the church across many nations, called by the Spirit and sustained by the
means of grace, that we may not fail to tell the story of our Savior's birth nor the promise of His name,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peoples and leaders of all the nations, that in every place they may know justice and be free to
worship the Lord without fear, and for an end to violence and war, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all those who protect us in this and every place, for the emergency workers and disaster relief
personnel, and for those who watch on our behalf in the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For generous hearts that those in poverty and need may be supplied from the abundance the Lord
has granted to us, and for our tithes and offerings to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For families and homes, especially those alone in this holy season of our Savior’s birth, that we may
love and serve them, extending Christ's compassion to all those around us, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For God's mercy to the sick, His relief to those who suffer, His presence with the grieving and dying,
and His peace to those troubled in mind or spirit, [especially . . .], let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all those who travel and those whose celebrations may be missing loved ones, that the Lord may
at last bring us together in His presence on high, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Come to the aid of Your people, O Lord, and defend us against all our enemies of body and soul, that
at the day You have appointed, we may rejoice in Your presence together with those who have gone
before us with the sign of faith and now rest in peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom with the
Father and the Spirit You are one God, one Lord, now and to the end of the ages.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



O Come All Ye Faithful

1. O come all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him. Born the king of angels

REFRAIN: O come let us adore Him.
O come let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2. The highest most holy, Light of light eternal
Born of a virgin a mortal He comes
Son of the Father, now in flesh appearing REFRAIN

3. Sing choirs of angels. Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest; REFRAIN

Pax Domini

[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Benedicamus

P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

®) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Postlude Music by the guitar trio of Greg, Don, and Michael

é SEE YOU CHRISTMAS EVE! SERVICES AT 4:30 PM AND 7 PM 4
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