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REMEMBER, YOU ARE IN GOD’S SANCTUARY. AS YOU ENTER
HIS SANCTURARY, PLEASE SIT QUIETLY, PRAY, AND READ

THROUGH THIS WORSHIP FOLDER
TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP

“The Finding of the Saviour in the Temple”
(1860) by William Holman Hunt
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION - (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe that the Lord’s Supper is not symbolic.
We believe what Jesus Himself said: that His body and blood are truly present in this, His meal that He
instituted for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking
and giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by
taking it in an unworthy manner. If you believe the above and you are a baptized believer who trusts in the
death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and you have examined yourself, you are
welcome to commune with us. Please talk to the Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered
before the “individual” and “common” cups of wine. (Note: White Grape Juice is in the center of the tray.)

OFFERING - Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His
Church. If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to
contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward
the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world through your here! You can also take
advantage of Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info

A WORD TO OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS - Welcome and thank you for coming. Everyone please

complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. For Guests, Pastor will send you a welcome card
and please indicate that you "desire" a call for any further contact.

Large Print Bulletins — Available from an usher.
Listening Assistance Devices — Available at the Sound Booth.

Parent Room — A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome
Area/Lobby (“Narthex")

For Children - Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.

As We Gather — We can't figure God out. Mary and Joseph must have been completely confused about
Jesus' desire to stay in the temple, but it was obvious to Him. There was a long list of blessings God was able
to give to Solomon; fortunately, the king chose the right one. The Epistle tells us what God wants and what
He has done for us, regardless of if we have understood His plan. He has chosen us, given us the Holy Spirit,
and included us in a gracious inheritance. And it all revolves around our Savior—His birth, suffering, death,
and resurrection. Jesus did all that was necessary for grace to be poured out on us, thanks be to God. It is all
certainly beyond our understanding.

Welcome and Announcements

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low -1y bed,
3 As they of-fered gifts most rare At Thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev - ’ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee, whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho -1y joy, Pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our  ran-somed souls at last
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav'n-ly King.
Where they need no star  to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.
There for-ev - er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to our King.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

®) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Kyrie

®) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P) For the peace from the Word becoming flesh, dwelling among us, and revealing this glory to us, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, uniting to laud our God with an uplifting song of praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For this holy house, rejoicing to realize that God's understanding is beyond measure, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.



Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Let us pray.

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word.
Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives;

P} through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. >At Gibeon the LorRD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and
God said, “Ask what | shall give you.” 8And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given
him a son to sit on his throne this day. ’And now, O LorRD my God, you have made your servant king in
place of David my father, although | am but a little child. | do not know how to go out or come in. 8And
your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be
numbered or counted for multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your
people, that | may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

101t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ""And God said to him, “Because you have asked this,
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, "?behold, | now do according to your word. Behold, | give you a
wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after
you. 3| give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare
with you, all your days. "And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as
your father David walked, then | will lengthen your days.”

SAnd Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark
of the covenant of the LoRrD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all
his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:97-104 (Scholars agree that all these verses point to Jesus!)

Oh how | love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.

®

| have more understanding than all my teachers,
for Your testimonies are my meditation.

®

| understand more than the aged,
for | keep Your precepts.

®



I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep Your word.
I do not turn aside from Your just decrees, for You have taught me.

®

How sweet are Your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

®

Through Your precepts | get understanding;
therefore | hate every false way.

®

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder.

And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,
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Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

® =

Sing to the LORD a new song,
for He has done marvelous things!

® =

Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love *he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, éto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed
us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight °making known
to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ '%as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him
who works all things according to the counsel of his will, ?>so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. "*In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, "who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse Luke 2:40
® Alleluia.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him.
@ Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

4"Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. “?And when he was twelve
years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “‘but supposing him to be in the group
they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances,
4>and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. “6After three days they
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 4’And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. “8And when his parents saw him,
they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father
and | have been searching for you in great distress.” °And he said to them, “Why were you looking for
me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?” °And they did not understand the saying
that he spoke to them. >'And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

>2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

@) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

What Child Is This

4 N
4 = | T

I ! 'Y  — N } i | N —
ey 1y o @ (- — T N1
1 171 ’ ’ b O
& Y g

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bome for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
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Sermon - “Thy Will Be Done”
When God’s Will Replaces Our Resolutions As We Seek God in the Right Place

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I- everlasting. Amen.

Regular Offering - ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info - Whether you are a
visitor or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served
with His Word.

Prayer of the Church

1d
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Blessed be You, O God our Father, for in Your great wisdom, mercy, and love You have chosen us to
be Your own children by faith in Christ. Grant to Your whole church Your light, love, and peace. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give wisdom, O God, to all preachers of Your Word, to all pastors and leaders in Your church,
wherever they may be, that they may rightly divide Your Word, proclaim it with power, and administer
Your Holy Sacraments according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let Your Holy Spirit seek out and reveal Your salvation for those who hear and believe Your saving
Gospel. Cast away all doubt and strengthen the faith of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give peace among the nations, O Lord, that Your Word may not be bound but be proclaimed freely
and boldly to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bring Your healing and comfort to all who are sick or injured or in any need, [especially . . .]. Give
confidence in suffering and thankful hearts for Your every blessing. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, O Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;

1 | | [ [ I | I | I | N\ f | |

| | . - | | | | | | A | | |
I:Sﬁ  — !;t? | —=— | :

And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Benediction and Dismissal

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

P) Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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