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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION - (2nd & 4th Sundays) We believe: that Christ's body and blood are truly
present for forgiveness and spiritual strength, that God desires our sincere confession, continuous seeking and
giving forgiveness and, that being genuine in taking Communion so that we not harm ourselves by takin

g it in an unworthy manner. If you believe the above, are a baptized believer who trusts in the death and
resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and have examined yourself, you are welcome to commune
with us. Please talk to Pastor if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the “individual” and
“common” cups of wine. (Note: White Non-Alcoholic Wine is in the center of the tray.)

OFFERING - Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His
Church. If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to
contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward
the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of
Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS - Welcome and thank you for coming. Please complete a Worship Card and

place it in the offering plate. Pastor will send you a welcome card. Please indicate that you "desire" a call for
any further contact.

Large Print Bulletins — Available from an usher.
Listening Assistance Devices — Available at the Sound Booth.

Parent Room - A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome
Area/Lobby (“Narthex”)

For Children - Children's Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area.

Welcome and Announcements

Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Do It Again
Walking around these walls CHORUS: Your promise still stands
| thought by now they'd fall Great is your faithfulness
But you have never failed me yet Faithfulness
Waiting for change to come I'm still in your hands
Knowing the battle's won This is my confidence
For you have never failed me yet You've never failed me yet

| know the night won't last
Your word will come to pass
My heart will sing your praise again
Jesus you're still enough
Keep me within your love
My heart will sing your praise again CHORUS
BRIDGE: |'ve seen you move
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You move the mountains
And | believe
I'll see you do it again
You made a way
Where there was no way
And | believe
I'll see you do it again CHORUS
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Opening Sentences Psalm 149:1-2, 4, 9b

P Praise the Lorb! Sing to the LORD a new song,
C His praise in the assembly of the godly!

P  Letlsrael be glad in his Maker;
C let the children of Zion rejoice in their King!

P For the LoRD takes pleasure in His people;
C He adorns the humble with salvation. Praise the Lorp!

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends hLife’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - jor di - vine. Now hear me while 1 pray; Take all my
My zeal in-spire! As  Thou hast died for me. Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav-ior, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a- way; O let me from this day Be  whol - ly  Thing!
love to Thee Pure. warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing  fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move: O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed  soul!



Confession and Absolution

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father.

C  Merciful Father, we confess our sinfulness. We are not worthy for You to come among us. We
are indeed sinful from our birth and since that time have transgressed against You in thought,
word, and deed. Our actions have brought injury to others. We have left undone those things
which we ought to have done; we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
We sincerely repent of our sins. Graciously hear this, our confession, O Lord, and grant us Your
grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit within us, lead us
to amend our sinful lives that each day we may grow in righteousness and in hope to the glory
of Your holy name.

P Jesus, our Redeemer and God's greatest gift, promises forgiveness, life, and salvation, and welcomes
us to His Table. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.

C Amen.

Introit Psalm 50:7-10; antiphon: v. 1

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israel, | will testify against you.
| am God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
I will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost.
Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast
with Him forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



Old Testament Reading Hosea 5:15—6:6

5| will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,
and in their distress earnestly seek me.

""Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.
2After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”
“What shall | do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.
>Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets; | have slain them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
®For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

L  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 119:65-72

L  You have dealt well with Your servant, O Lorp, according to Your word.

I Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for | believe in Your commandments.
@ Before | was dfflicted | went astray, but now I keep Your word.

I You are good and do good; teach me Your statutes.
@ The insolent smear me with lies, but with my whole heart | keep Your precepts;

I their heart is unfeeling like fat, but I delight in Your law.
@ It is good for me that | was afflicted, that | might learn Your statutes.

C The law of Your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Epistle Romans 4:13-25

3The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. "For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "°For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression.

'®That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. "®In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had
been told, “So shall your offspring be.” '*He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,



which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, ?'fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. 2That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 22But the words “it was counted to
him” were not written for his sake alone, 2*but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him
who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, >>who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

L  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Because He Lives

1. God sent His Son; they called Him Jesus 2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby
He came to love, heal and forgive And feel the pride and joy he gives
He lived and died to buy my pardon But greater still the calm assurance
An empty grave is there to prove This child can face uncertain days
My Savior lives Because He lives CHORUS
CHORUS: Because He lives I can face tomorrow 3. And then one day we'll cross that river
Because He lives, all fear is gone We'll fight life's final war with pain
Because | know He holds the future And then as death gives way to vict'ry
And life is worth the living We'll see the lights of glory
Just because He lives And we'll know He reigns CHORUS
Gloria Gaither/William J. Gaither CCLI Song # 16880 CCLI License # 140952
© 1971 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management)
Gradual and Verse Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b; Matthew 9:13b

P  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
C and His greatness is unsearchable.

P On Your wondrous works, | will meditate,
and | will declare Your greatness.

P Alleluia. | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.
Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9-13

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

°As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.



YAnd as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. ""And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 2But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 3Go and learn what this means, 'l desire mercy, and
not sacrifice.’ For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

P  Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon - “When We Wander, He Pursues and Restores”

Offering — ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info — Whether you are a visitor
or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served
with His Word.

Prayer of the Church

P As dear children ask their dear father, let us bring to the Lord our prayers this day, knowing that He
will hear us and respond to our petitions. Confidently we come to our Father in heaven:
Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

MEN - As citizens of our blessed land, we pray for the world in which we live and for the leaders of every
nation as well as of our own, that peace may prevail around the globe and that we may live without
fear in our times. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

WOMEN - In this season of growth, we pray for the Church, that it may grow and flourish even in those
places where persecution for our Lord’s sake is known. Grant that there be unhindered access to the
Table of the Lord in every land. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P  Gathered in heart and mind, we pray for those in need of our special petitions, including those
distanced from this fellowship today, and including those dealing with illness and the homebound.
We also remember those who grieve this day and those with special needs, [including . . .]. According
to Your good and gracious will, bring strength to the weak, assurance to the fearful, and hope to
those in peril. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

ALL — With thankfulness, we remember those whose earthly lives have been completed, including
relatives, friends, and members of this household of faith and so many others. Grant that we be
blessed by the memory of all who have fallen asleep in Jesus as in blessed hope we await the
resurrection to life eternal and the final invitation to the banquet in God's kingdom. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.



P  Gathered in the forgiving love of Christ and assured that our heavenly Father hears our petitions, we

say with hopeful hearts and voices:
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

1. Ev'ryone needs compassion
Love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me
Ev'ryone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Saviour
The hope of nations

CHORUS: Saviour
He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save
He is mighty to save
Forever Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave
CCLI Song # 4591782
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Benediction

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.

Mighty to Save

2. So take me as You find me
All my fears and failures
Fill my life again
| give my life to follow
Ev'rything | believe in
Now | surrender CHORUS

BRIDGE Shine your light and
let the whole world see
We're singing
For the glory
of the risen King
Jesus
Shine your light and let the whole world see

We're singing

For the glory of the risen King

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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