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The 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
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REMEMBER, YOU ARE IN GOD’S SANCTUARY. AS YOU ENTER 

HIS SANCTUARY, PLEASE SIT QUIETLY, PRAY, AND READ 

THROUGH THIS WORSHIP FOLDER  

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – We believe that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy 

Communion for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. Scripture also teaches that we are to 

examine ourselves before receiving, so that we do not receive the body and blood of Christ in an unworthy 

manner and thereby bring spiritual harm or judgment upon ourselves. Therefore, God calls us to sincere 

confession of sin, ongoing repentance, faith in Christ’s death and resurrection, and forgiving love toward one 

another. If you are a baptized believer who trusts in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, believes that 

Christ’s body and blood are truly given in this Sacrament, and has examined yourself, you are welcome to 

commune with us. Please talk to Pastor Rennie if you have any questions. The bread is offered before the 

“individual" and “common” cups of wine.  (Note: White Non-Alcoholic Wine is in the center of the tray.)   
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome and thank you for coming. Please complete a Worship Card and 

place it in the offering plate.  Pastor will send you a welcome card.  Please indicate that you "desire" a call for 

any further contact. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

As We Gather – The whole creation groans beneath the effects of sin. Bodies weaken, relationships suffer, 

evil remains, and even Christians sometimes find themselves without words to pray. Yet our groaning is not a 

sign that God has abandoned us. Jesus Christ entered this suffering creation, bore our sin and judgment on 

the cross, and rose bodily from the grave. The Holy Spirit now helps us in our weakness and intercedes for us 

according to God’s will. As we await the resurrection of our bodies and the restoration of creation, Jesus 

assures us that evil will not remain forever. The harvest is coming, Christ will gather His people safely into His 

kingdom, and the glory to be revealed will far surpass the sufferings of this present age. The groaning is 

real—but the groaning is not the end. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship – Way Maker 
 

You are here moving in our midst 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here working in this place 

I worship You I worship You 
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CHORUS: (You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper 

Light in the darkness my God 

 that is who You are 

 

You are here touching ev'ry heart 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here healing ev'ry heart 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here turning lives around 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here mending ev'ry heart 

I worship You yeah I worship You Lord  CHORUS 

 

TAG: That is who You are 

That is who You are 

That is who You are 

That is who You are 

 

BRIDGE: Even when I don't see it You're working 

Even when I don't feel it You're working 

You never stop You never stop working 

You never stop You never stop working  CHORUS 
CCLI Song # 7115744 

Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 

© 2016 Integrity Music Europe (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 

 

   P Even when we do not see what God is doing, and even when we do not feel His presence as strongly 

as we would like, He remains faithful. He has not abandoned His creation or His people. He comes 

among us now through His Word and promises, and so we begin in the name into which we were 

baptized. 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 31:24; Hebrews 10:23; Psalm 39:7 

P Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

C all you who wait for the LORD! 

  

P Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 

C for He who promised is faithful. 

  

P And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 

C My hope is in You. 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution  

P  “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope.” Let us confess our sins to  

      God our Father, trusting in His mercy through Jesus Christ. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P   Almighty God, 

C   We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in our thoughts, 

words, and actions. We have been impatient when You called us to wait, fearful when You called us to 

trust, and quick to see the sins of others while excusing our own. We have failed to love You with our 

whole heart and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We cannot free ourselves from sin, 

suffering, and death. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead us by Your 

Holy Spirit, that we may live in faith and hope as we await the resurrection of the body and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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P    Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and, for His sake, forgives you all your sins.    

       Jesus Christ bore the judgment your sin deserved and rose bodily from the grave. As a called and  

       ordained servant of Christ and by His command and authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

       name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Introit Psalm 86:11–15; antiphon: v. 6 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 

 listen to my plea for grace. 

Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; 

 unite my heart to fear your name. 

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

 and I will glorify your name forever. 

For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

 you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seek my life, 

 and they do not set you before them. 

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 

 listen to my plea for grace. 

 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final 

judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6–8 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 

 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

“I am the first and I am the last; 

 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

 Let him declare and set it before me, 

since I appointed an ancient people. 

 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 

 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

 And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 119:57–64 

HETH 

57The LORD is my portion; 

 I promise to keep your words. 
58I entreat your favor with all my heart; 

 be gracious to me according to your promise. 
59When I think on my ways, 

 I turn my feet to your testimonies; 
60I hasten and do not delay 

 to keep your commandments. 
61Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, 

 I do not forget your law. 
62At midnight I rise to praise you, 

 because of your just and righteous decrees. 
63I am a companion of all who fear you, 

 of those who keep your precepts. 
64The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; 

 teach me your statutes! 

 

Epistle Romans 8:18–27 

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 

be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For 

the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the 
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creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 

childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 

Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse Matthew 13:35b 

P Alleluia. I will open My mouth in parables; 

C I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 

who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared 

also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 

seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the 

servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the 

weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 

time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.’” . . . 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of 

the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the 

age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
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Sermon – The Groaning is NOT the End based on Romans 8:18–27 • Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

1. The Whole Creation Groans 

- God created the world good. 

- Sin, suffering, and death were not part of His original design. 

- Before we become preoccupied with the weeds around us, God’s Word calls us to examine 

the sin growing within us. 

2. We Are Called to Be Faithful, Not the Savior 

- Christians are not called into apathy. 

- We speak God’s truth, protect the wounded, correct the erring, and warn the unrepentant. 

- But the final judgment belongs to Christ alone. 

- We take the next faithful step and entrust what we cannot see or control to Him. 

3. The Spirit Helps Us in Our Weakness 

- Faith is not emotionless, but our assurance does not rest upon our feelings or spiritual 

experiences. 

- We do not need to manufacture a spiritual experience to prove that God is present. 

- When our words run out, the Spirit’s intercession does not fail. 

- God gives us certainty through His Word, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and the Lord’s 

Supper. 

4. Christ Entered Our Groaning 

- Jesus sighed, wept, suffered, and bore the judgment our sin deserved. 

- He entered death and rose again on the third day. 

- Christian hope is not escape from the body. 

- Our hope is the resurrection and redemption of our bodies. 

5. The Harvest Is Coming 

- The coming harvest is both a warning and a comfort. 

- Evil will not continue forever. 

- Christ will gather His people safely into His kingdom. 

- Our hope does not depend upon the size of our strength. It depends upon the strength of 

Christ. 

6. Remember – We are baptized. Our sins are forgiven. The Father hears us. The Son has 

redeemed us. The Spirit helps us. The groaning is real, but the groaning is not the end. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

  

 

Offering – ONLINE GIVING available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are a visitor 

or a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served 

with His Word. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P O Holy Spirit, where our words fall short, You intercede for Your church. Even so, let us gather our 

hearts, praying for the people of God around the world and for all who suffer in this and every place: 

 

For believers who face difficulty and danger, especially because of their faith, that their lives might be 

protected and their souls preserved, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For Your church around the world, fractured by ignorance, error, and pride, that the Bride of Christ 

might be united in truth and active in love, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all marriages, purposed as an illustration of Christ’s sacrifice and faithfulness, that couples would 

be safeguarded from temptation and their love increased despite distance or difficulty, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those in the grips of anxiety or depression, slaves to debt or poverty, or suffering from loss or 

loneliness, that the fullness of Christ would meet all their needs, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who suffer physically, especially those among us: that according to Your gracious will You 

would guide their doctors, bless their treatments, relieve their suffering, grant healing, and sustain 

them in the certain hope of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who serve our communities, often in thankless roles of repairing our roads, keeping records, 

providing for the poor, and administering justice, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O Holy Spirit, we trust You to perfect the prayers we have spoken and our unspoken prayers too deep 

for words. Search our hearts, assure us of Your constant presence, and remind us that God’s gracious 

will toward His saints shall be done in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Father, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CONGREGATION MEMBERS 

PLEASE REMAIN HERE FOR AN IMPORTANT VOTERS’ MEETING 
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