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Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

                        18th Sunday after Pentecost Worship 

September 27, 2026    10am 
 

As you enter the sanctuary, please use these moments for quiet prayer 

and preparation as we gather in the presence of the Lord 

to receive His gifts. 
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – Holy Communion is normally celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

and on other festival or special Sundays. We believe that Christ’s true body and blood are received in the 

Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. Because Scripture also warns against 

receiving the Sacrament in an unworthy manner, communicants should repent of their sins, trust Christ’s 

words and promises, and desire to forgive and live in Christian love toward others. Baptized Christians who 

share this confession and have examined themselves are welcome to commune with us. Please speak with 

Pastor Rennie if you have questions. The bread is distributed before the individual and common cups of 

wine. White nonalcoholic wine is located in the center of the tray.  
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome! We are grateful that you are worshiping with us. Please 

complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. Indicate on the card whether you would 

appreciate a call or other contact from Pastor Rennie. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

As We Gather – What gives God pleasure? Through Ezekiel, the Lord declares that He takes no pleasure 

in anyone’s death. His invitation is clear: “Turn, and live.” His Word exposes our sin and calls us away from 

excuses to repentance. Yet the God who calls us to turn also gives what we cannot create for ourselves: a 

new heart and a new spirit. Jesus humbled Himself to death on a cross, bore our sins, and rose to give us life. 

Today He brings His forgiveness to us through His Word and His true body and blood. We come with sins to 

confess, wounds in need of care, and empty hands ready to receive His gifts. Renewed by His mercy, we go 

out to love and serve our neighbors. 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

1. All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

2. Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 

Ye ransomed from the fall, 

Hail Him who saves you by His grace 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

Hail Him who saves you by His grace 

And crown Him Lord of all. 
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3. Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

4. Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 43:4; 124:8; Isaiah 25:9 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 

C This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation. 

 

How Majestic is Your Name 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 
 

O Lord, we praise Your name. 

O Lord, we magnify Your name: 

Prince of Peace, Mighty God, 

O Lord God Almighty. 
Text: Michael W. Smith, 1957 

Text: © 1981 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002690 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P God invites His whole creation to the great feast of His salvation. That we may boldly enter into His 

gates of mercy, let us lift up our prayer of repentance and faith. 

C Lord God, heavenly Father, with thanksgiving for Your great love and promise of new life and 

hope for living, we confess to You all our sins, our waywardness, our neglect of Your call, as 

well as our failure to be of help to our neighbor and one another. We humbly pray, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew and cleanse our hearts and minds, and give us true faith in Your 

promised grace and deliverance. 

  

P The feast of God’s salvation has already begun for you by your Baptism into Christ. Now receive the 

Lord’s abiding forgiveness, faith, strength, and help to live in the certain hope of eternal life in 

fellowship with Him: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit for Pentecost 18 Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

C The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked to the ground. 
  

P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

   for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

   He gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted 

   and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; 

   He gives to all of them their names. 

Great is our LORD, and abundant in power; 

   His understanding is beyond measure. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD lifts up the humble; He casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Thy Word Is a Lamp 
 

REFRAIN: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

 

1. When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear 

as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

2. I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 

And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

 

 

Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002690 
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land 

of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares 

the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of 

the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not 

your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 

injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person 

turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 
28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall 

surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 

Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. 

Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 

die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and 

live.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 25:1–10 

1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,  for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
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Epistle Philippians 2:1–18 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a 

servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in 

you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 

God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights 

in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run 

in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 

your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse Matthew 28:18b 

C Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell 

you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or 

from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 

‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 

hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30And he 

went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two 

did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 
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and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And 

even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon — Turn and Live! Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 

God takes no pleasure in the death of sinners. He calls us to repentance and gives us forgiveness, a new 

heart, and life in Jesus Christ. 
 

1. God calls us beyond our excuses to repentance.  

Others’ sins may wound us, but they cannot excuse our own. 

 

2. God gives the new heart we cannot create. 

Through His Word, the Holy Spirit brings us to faith in Christ. 

 

3. Jesus bore our sin and gives us life. 

Our crucified and risen Savior delivers forgiveness through His Word and Sacrament. 

 

4.    Renewed by Christ, we love and serve our neighbors. 

       God works in us as we forgive, welcome, serve, and share the Gospel. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



8 

 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering – ONLINE GIVING is available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are a visitor or 

a member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His 

Word.  

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. (2x) 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
 

 

Doxology 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give You thanks for all Your goodness and loving kindness that You have bestowed 

on us as Your own creation. For Your whole creation and the blessings of this life, we give You praise 

and thanks. Continue Your gift of life and grant that all look to You as their Creator and Giver of life 

through the gift of Your redemption in Christ Jesus, the Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant Your blessing and guidance on Your holy church in this world to be the beacon of the light of 

Your salvation for all who look to You for the salvation of their souls and for every help in need. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Send upon the ministers of Your church and the congregations committed to their care the healthful 

spirit of Your grace, making all pastors diligent to preach Your Holy Word, and send Your people 

faithful obedience that they be comforted and strengthened in faith and do all things that are well 

pleasing to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Guide and direct the governments of all nations to seek the ways of Your will in peace and justice, 

especially in the face of any and all adversity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Help all who call upon You in any need, that they have patience in times of sorrow or suffering and be 

released from their afflictions. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P We remember before You all those who have loved and served You and who now rest from their 

labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly 

kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us for the sake of Him who died and 

rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Communion 

Run to the Father (Esther sings) 

 

1. I've carried a burden for too long on my own 

I wasn't created to bear it alone 

I hear Your invitation to let it all go 

I see it now I'm laying it down 

And I know that I need You 

 

CHORUS: I run to the Father 

I fall into grace 

I'm done with the hiding 

No reason to wait 

My heart needs (found) a surgeon 

My soul needs (found) a friend 

So I'll run to the Father 

Again and again 

And again and again 
 

Cody Carnes, Matt Maher, Ran Jackson 

CCLI Song #7133494 

© 2019 Capitol CMG Paragon; Writer's Roof Publishing; Be Essential Songs; I Am A Pilgrim Songs; Songs From 

Richmond Park 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #140952 

 

Interlude 1 

Oh oh oh 

 

2. You saw my condition 

Had a plan from the start 

Your Son for redemption 

The price for my heart 

I don't have a context 

For that kind of love 

I don't understand 

I can't comprehend 

All I know is I need You 

 

Interlude 2 

Oh oh 

Again and again 

And again and again 

Oh oh oh 

(Again and again) 

 

BRIDGE: My heart has been in Your sights 

Long before my first breath 

Running into Your arms 

Is running to life from death 

I feel this rush deep in my chest 

Your mercy is calling out 

Just as I am You pull me in 

And I know I need You now 
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You Are My All In All 
 

1. You are my strength 

When I am weak 

You are the treasure 

That I seek 

You are my all in all 

Seeking You as a precious jew'l 

Lord to give up I'd be a fool 

You are my all in all 

 

CHORUS: Jesus Lamb of God 

Worthy is Your name 

Jesus Lamb of God 

Worthy is Your name 

 

2. Taking my sin 

My cross my shame 

Rising again I bless Your name 

You are my all in all 

When I fall down You pick me up 

When I am dry You fill my cup 

You are my all in all    CHORUS 
Dennis Jernigan 

CCLI Song #825356 

© 1991 Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #140952 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

King of Kings 
 

1. In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory… To a cradle in the dirt 
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CHORUS: Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of kings 

 

2. To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

For even in Your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake You died 

 

3. And the morning that You rose 

All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

 

4. And the Church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this Gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel shall not faint 

By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me  CHORUS 
CCLI Song # 7127647 

Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood 

© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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