
1 

 

 

 

Risen Christ Lutheran Church 

                        21st Sunday after Pentecost Worship 

October 18, 2026    10am 
 

As you enter the sanctuary, please use these moments for quiet prayer 

and preparation as we gather in the presence of the Lord  

to receive His gifts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risen Christ Lutheran Church  
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ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION – Holy Communion is normally celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

and on other festival or special Sundays. We believe that Christ’s true body and blood are received in the 

Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. Because Scripture also warns against 

receiving the Sacrament in an unworthy manner, communicants should repent of their sins, trust Christ’s 

words and promises, and desire to forgive and live in Christian love toward others. Baptized Christians who 

share this confession and have examined themselves are welcome to commune with us. Please speak with 

Pastor Rennie if you have questions. The bread is distributed before the individual and common cups of 

wine. White nonalcoholic wine is located in the center of the tray.  
 

OFFERING – Through the offerings of His faithful people, our Lord provides for the ongoing work of His 

Church.  If you are a visitor, we are glad that you came to be served by the Lord this day. If you choose to 

contribute to the ongoing work of the Gospel, we give thanks that God has moved you to contribute toward 

the work of sharing the Gospel here in Plymouth and around the world! You can also take advantage of 

Online Giving by visiting www.RisenChrist.info  
 

A WORD TO OUR GUESTS – Welcome! We are grateful that you are worshiping with us. Please 

complete a Worship Card and place it in the offering plate. Indicate on the card whether you would 

appreciate a call or other contact from Pastor Rennie. 
 

Large Print Bulletins – Available from an usher. 
 

Listening Assistance Devices – Available at the Sound Booth. 
 

Parent Room – A row of seating and plenty of area for standing or walking is available in the Welcome 

Area/Lobby (“Narthex”) 
 

For Children – Children’s Book Cart for Worship: Available in the Welcome Area. 
 

As We Gather – Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Jesus’ 

words reach beyond a question about taxes. Our whole lives belong to the God who made us. Yet we have 

not always given Him the trust and obedience He deserves. The good news is that Christ has given Himself 

for us. Through His death and resurrection, He has redeemed us to be His own. Today we receive His 

forgiveness and hear His promises again. Secure in His mercy, we are free to serve our neighbors, fulfill our 

earthly responsibilities for their good, and face an uncertain future with confidence in our Savior. 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Come, Thou Almighty King 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Sentences 1 Chronicles 16:28; Psalm 28:8; 29:2, 11; 68:34; 1 Peter 4:11 
P Ascribe to the LORD, O clans of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

C The LORD is the strength of His people; He is the saving refuge of His anointed. 

  

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 

C May the LORD give strength to His people! May the LORD bless His people with peace! 

  

P Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, and whose power is in the skies. 

C To Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Way Maker 
 

You are here moving in our midst 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here working in this place 

I worship You I worship You 
 

(You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper 

Light in the darkness my God 

 that is who You are 
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You are here touching ev'ry heart 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here healing ev'ry heart 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here turning lives around 

I worship You I worship You 

You are here mending ev'ry heart 

I worship You yeah I worship You Lord   
 

 

TAG: That is who You are 

That is who You are 

That is who You are 

That is who You are 
 

BRIDGE: Even when I don't see it You're working 

Even when I don't feel it You're working 

You never stop You never stop working 

You never stop You never stop working  CHORUS 

CHORUS: (You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper 

Light in the darkness my God 

 that is who You are 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful, and we acknowledge that we have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have transgressed Your law and have 

brought injury to the lives of others, and we have not always kept the commitments we have 

made or fulfilled the responsibilities entrusted to us. We do sincerely repent of our sins. Have 

mercy on us, O Lord. Grant us Your grace and full forgiveness in Jesus Christ, our Savior. By the 

renewing work of the Holy Spirit within us, lead us to amend our lives that each day we may 

grow in righteousness and in godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 
  

P Our gracious God hears our pleas and accepts our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ. To those who 

repentantly call upon Him, our Lord promises forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.    C   Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5 
The LORD is your keeper;  

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you.    C   And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide 

we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1–7 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 

 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; 

 I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, 

 I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to 

you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind 

of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for 

you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example 

to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from 

you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say 

anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 

L    This is the Word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

CCLI Song # 7115744 

Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 

© 2016 Integrity Music Europe (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 140952 
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God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.     

C   Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples 

to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 

truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, 

then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 

“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then 

he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
. 
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Sermon – You Belong to Christ Matthew 22:15–22 

1. God gives us real responsibilities under the earthly authority He delegated. 
 

2. God rules over all of life; we serve our neighbors under His authority. 
 

3. Our whole lives belong to God, yet we have withheld our trust and obedience. 
 

4. Christ has redeemed us with His blood to be His own. 
 

5. His mercy frees us to serve faithfully, even amid uncertainty. 
 

Catechism – The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
P Christ has redeemed us to be His own. Let us confess our faith in Jesus Christ and, in the words of 

Luther’s Small Catechism, what His saving work means for us. 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 

born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with 

gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,  

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to 

all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

Offering – ONLINE GIVING is available at www.RisenChrist.info – Whether you are a visitor or a 

member, please turn in a Worship Card so we may know whom the Lord has served with His Word.  

 

Prayer of the Church 
P With full confidence that our prayers will be heard by our loving God, we offer our petitions for the 

church, the world, and all people in need. For the church and for all gathered here together in 

worship, let us pray to the Lord.    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For our nation and all entrusted with governing authority, that God would grant them wisdom, 

restrain evil, and guide them to protect those in their care; and for us, that we would fulfill our 

responsibilities as citizens with honesty, discernment, and love for our neighbors, let us pray to the 

Lord.    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the well-being of creation, for all coastlands and waters, for all fields and forests, and for our 

proper stewardship of the gifts given to us by our Creator as stewards of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord.    C   Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the whole church, that it may grow and flourish even in those places where hardship or 

persecution is experienced by those who bear the name of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this congregation, that our Lord would keep us faithful in His Word, guide our decisions 

concerning our property and ministry, and strengthen our love for one another; that amid 

unanswered questions we would continue intentionally serving the neighbors He has placed before us 

here in this community, let us pray to the Lord.    C   Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all those who are injured or ill at this time, for those dealing with special challenges, for the shut-

in, the unemployed, and those who are grieving this day, [including . . .], that they would know the 

comfort of Christ and the support and love of His people, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Remembering with gratitude those whose earthly lives are now completed and who dwell in light 

eternal, we ask that we be blessed by the memory of all who have fallen asleep in Jesus, looking 

forward to a grand reunion in the courts of heaven. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy and hear our prayer. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

In Christ Alone 
 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength, my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

2. In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

3. There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

4. No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

Keith Getty/Stuart Townend  CCLI Song # 3350395  CCLI License # 140952 

© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
 

 

Benediction 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. 

Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 


	21st Sunday after Pentecost Worship
	October 18, 2026    10am

